
Botanical Driving Tour following the old Wimer Stage road – Oregon Mtn. – 
Gasquet 
 
Leaders:  Roger Brandt (retired National Park Service Interpretive Ranger) and Richard Callagan 
(Botanist-Siskiyou Biosurveys). 
 
Difficulty:  Easy – short excursions near vehicles. 
 
Start Time:  8:00 am from DCC; 8:30 am from O’Brien Store.  Estimated Finish Time:  4 pm  
 
Altitude:  1,400-4,000’ 
 
Description:  The tour follows stage roads constructed in the 1880s and later upgraded with 
gravel surfaces generally well graded and passable to most vehicles.  The route passes through 
four geologic settings, including two derived from volcanic activity, one with fertile sediments 
from an ancient ocean basin, and one made up of rocks uplifted from the upper mantle of the 
earth (sometimes called serpentine rock).  Each of these geologic settings support plant 
communities that may have strong contrast with other plant communities around them. 
 
Floristic Highlights:  Flora varies over the route depending upon slope aspect, geologic regimes, 
and presence of water.  The dominant plant associations include Jeffery pine woodlands, 
Douglas fir forest, riparian zones along Shelley Creek, and communities with lodgepole pine, 
western white pine, knobcone pine, tan oak and canyon oak.  Darlingtonia fens are located at 
several places along the route. 
 
General Driving Directions:  The tour begins at O’Brien Store located on Highway 199 eight 
miles south of Cave Junction.  There is a flashing yellow light at the intersection and a giant fly 
on the restroom roof.  The route follows about 25-35 miles of gravel-surfaced roads, first to 
Oregon Mountain and then continues south into California and Six Rivers National Forest.  Trip 
can include a place to opt out and return to Highway 199 at Patrick Creek Lodge (about 24 
miles); otherwise trip will end at Gasquet (about 32 miles).  Return to DCC will be via Hwy 199. 
 
Preparing for the trip:  Assure vehicles have tires suitable for driving on gravel-surfaced roads.  
Assure the gas tank is topped off and have the oil checked.  Bring lunch and carry extra water 
and snacks.  
 
Appropriate Footwear:  Hiking boots.  
 
RT Mileage:  60-70 miles 
 
Group Size Limit:  20 
 
  



Sign at the beginning of the driving tour, describes the old stage road.   
  



General area map of Driving Tour Route 

 
The following pages were part of a 2009 driving tour that Roger Brandt organized and 
conducted in August 2009.  This is the Shelly Creek portion of that 2009 tour, and gives you an 
effective idea of how the 14 July 2012 field trip will be conducted.  The 2009 tour was 
conducted in the reverse direction (SW to NE). 



Check Point

Fork - go right 
over bridge 

High Dome 
Meadows

O
ce

an
 C

ru
st

Fork - go right
California
Oregon

Intersection
Go left

Monumental (site)

Rough road

Intersections
Continue 
straight ahead

M
an

tle
 R

oc
k

D
io

rit
e

Oce
an

 S
ed

im
en

t

The Old Redwood Stage Road

Shelly CreekSECTION 4 Continuation of 
Gasquet Toll Road



SECTION 4   The Old Redwood Stage Road      Page  2

0.0 Ponds ZERO ODOMETER

0.1 Fork in road. GO RIGHT and cross Patrick Creek 
Bridge to continue tour. The Holiday Road goes to the 
Holiday Chrome Mine, one of the largest in Del Norte 
County history. The Webb Cinnabar Mine, one of the 
largest mercury mines in the region also used this road. 

0.2 Geologic boundary. Note how the vegetation makes a 
sudden change from dry looking plant communities to a 
dense stand of Douglas fir with a canopy that grows out 
and over the road. You are crossing a geologic boundary between mantle rock 
and the ocean crust. 

0.5 Patrick Creek Road - TURN LEFT on to Patrick Creek Road to continue on 
tour. The road is rough and wash-boarded for the first mile.

3.2 Cross ridge into the Shelly Creek watershed. 

 The walls of the canyon become steep as the road enters another section of 
erosion resistant ocean crust. Constructing a road through these rocks in the 
late 1800s must have been a challenge and it is likely the original road was 
made to be just wide enough for a freight wagon or stage coach to pass. The 
historic picture shows what the original road may have looked like.  

3.4 Turnout on right

3.9 Turnout on right. If you park in the turnout and look at the 
rocks in the road cut you will find fragments of lava that 
poured out of rifts on the ocean floor.  Gas bubbles formed 
in the lava and over time these hollow holes became filled 
with other minerals, which gives these rocks a freckled 
appearance. 

4.6 Shelly Creek (right) 

5.3 Quarry of black shale (left). You are passing a transition 
point where the lava fields of the ocean crust end and the 
sediment that accumulated on the ocean floor begins. These 
rocks produce nutrient-rich soils and vegetation becomes 
more lush in this section of the drive. 

6.5 Small bridge:  After the small bridge there is a road that goes to the right and another that goes to the left. 
Continue straight ahead at both of these intersections. 

7.5 Monumental (site). Monumental was a small community that provided supplies for local prospectors and 
overnight lodging for travelers. The photo below left was taken from the hill above town. You will enter 
this picture in the upper middle right and drive toward the lower middle. The first building you would see 
as you entered town is the store in the photo below right. In the picture on the left, this building is seen in 
the middle of the picture. 

7.6 Geologic boundary. Lush vegetation changes to scrub brush and pine trees as the road crosses a geologic 
boundary where three types of rock meet. Behind you is the ocean crust, to the left are mantle rocks and 
on the right across the canyon are rocks from the core of an ancient volcano. Note the highly contrasting 
plant communities seen on both sides of the road. On the left side are dissipated plant communities 
growing on serpentine rock and on the other side are dense stands of Douglas fir growing on diorite, a 
granitic-like rock produced in the cooling core of an ancient volcano.   

SPECIAL NOTE: 
If you have had enough of dirt roads and want to 
drive to the next section of the tour on a paved road, 
you can continue straight ahead at mile 0.5 and drive 
three miles to Highway 199. Turn left and drive about 
20 miles to O’Brien (flashing yellow light). Pull into 
the check point at the store on the left and pick up the 
guide for the next section. The road from O’Brien to 
Kerby, the last sections of the tour, are  paved.

Lava rock (basalt) with circular bubble pockets 
filled with mineral. 
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8.1 Shelly Creek crossing. Samples of wehrlite, one of the rocks from the upper mantle can be found in the 
road cut on the left before crossing the creek. Light reflects off the crystals of pyroxine making these 
rocks sparkle. After crossing the creek, outcrops of  diorite can be found in the road cut on the right. 

9.0 Road forks. GO TO THE RIGHT. This fork marks the end of the Gasquet Toll Road. The tour route 
now merges with the Wimer Road, constructed around 1882 by Joseph Wimer, a merchant in the mining 
town of Waldo, Oregon. 

9.2 Oregon Mountain Pass: The check point is in the large turnout on the right. The next section of the tour 
continues down the Wimer Road into the valley below.

 

ZERO YOUR ODOMETER 

The town of Monumental was fairly small with most of it seen in the picture on the left. You enter this picture from the left background 
between the buildings and the hillside. The picture on the right shows an auto stage parked in front of the Monumental Store, also seen 
in the center of the picture on the left. 

Wehrlite (left) is a type of rock from the 
upper mantle of the earth that is made 
almost entirely of pyroxine crystals. 
Diorite (right) looks like granite and 
is from the crystallized core of ancient 
volcanoes. 
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